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Keep Christ in Christmas 
   The above title is a trope that has taken on a life of its 

own.  It speaks to the real or probably imagined social pro-

hibition about celebrating Christmas publicly in the United 
States.  It takes particular umbrage at “Happy Holidays” re-

placing “Merry Christmas.”  If someone you know is Chris-

tian, wish them a “Merry Christmas,” but it is not fair to 

assume everyone is Christian.  The fact is that the United 
States is multicultural.  This does not constrain or insult 

Christianity.  It acknowledges the fact that Christianity is 

not universal.  No offense is intended when this is admitted. 
   Additionally, the casual nature of many Christmas cele-

brations and acclamations has left them bereft of religious 

significance.  Take St. Patrick’s Day as a comparison.  This 
originated as a religious feast day celebrating the tradition 

that Patrick introduced Christianity to the Irish.  Now it is a 

celebration basically separated from the faith.  “Happy St. 

Patrick’s Day” carries with it no hint of the Christian evan-
gelism to the Irish.  Its religious significance has been ex-

cised, and the greeting is religiously meaningless. 

   “Merry Christmas” is in that same predicament.  I love 
the television show Seinfeld.  In one episode, Jerry and 

George are giving out Christmas gifts, and they are both 

Jewish.  Christmas has become so generic that Christmas 

gifts can be shared and accepted by non-Christians without 
any qualms.  It can be a celebration of friendship and gen-

erosity without any notion or acknowledgement of Jesus’ 

birth as Saviour.   
   “Keep Christ in Christmas,” if it is to have any real sig-

nificance, must move beyond the perceived threats to the 

faith implied by “Happy Holidays.”  It must refocus our at-
tention on what the Christmas mystery teaches.  “Keep 

Christ in Christmas” should mean more than casual greet-

ings.  It should mean embracing the intentional lessons of 

the stories of Jesus’ birth.  Then, Christmas will be defined 
less by Rudolph and more by the manger, less by Polar Ex-

press and more by an extraordinary star, and maybe even 

by more people choosing to celebrate Christmas in church. 
   So this may offend or startle some of you, but I don’t be-

lieve in the historical details of the two different biblical 

Christmas stories.  One reason is that there are two different 
stories that simply cannot be reconciled.  They contradict 

each other.  Their importance, however, is not in their his-

torical accuracy, but in the lessons each hopes to convey. 

   The late scholar Joseph Campbell said that history does 
not need to make sense, but myth must.  History is random 

and we all know it does not have to make sense.  Myth, 

however, is intentional.  Its whole purpose is to explain.   

   Accordingly, it is not essential that Jospeh needed to re-

turn to his ancestral home.  The premise is absurd.  How far 

back would families need to search in their genealogy to 
find their ancestral home?  What is important is that God 

enters the world as a poor and homeless child, to parents 

who live in an occupied country.  The Messiah, David’s 

son, was expected to come with power to liberate Israel 
from temporal enemies once and for all.  Instead, the story 

those earliest Christians told centers on David’s city of 

Bethlehem, but this newborn king is surrounded by poverty 
and outcasts.  Thus, the animal’s manger and visit by shep-

herds.  If we want to keep Christ in Christmas, we must 

embrace this message of the outcast and see God in their 
faces. 

   The Bethlehem angel announces “a sign” that will alert 

the shepherds that they have found the “Saviour, who is the 

Messiah, the Lord.”  The sign is Jesus’ poverty.  He is 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, bands of old rags, and lying 

in an animal’s manger.  The “sign” is a rejection of osten-

tatious wealth and the corresponding poverty it requires of 
others.  Elon Musk’s wealth is equal to the combined 

wealth of the bottom half of American society.  Try to rec-

oncile these two images and the society it tolerates while 

proclaiming, “Keep Christ in Christmas.” 
   The Bethlehem star was not some supernova or other stel-

lar explosion.  It’s myth.  Why would the Magi need to ask 

Herod for directions after they have traveled vast distances 
and are now down to the last six miles?  If the star was like 

a spotlight on Jesus “house,” everyone should have known 

where He lived, including Herod.  And yet Herod must 
murder all the little boys of Bethlehem because he hasn’t a 

clue. 

   What we have here is not something discovered in star 

charts.  The witness beyond Scripture of the foreign Magi 
and nature’s star testifies to the universal truth that God is 

beyond nation.  The next time Matthew uses “King of the 

Jews” in his Gospel is when it is posted atop the cross.  It is 
the empire’s capital charge against the one first announced 

to the world by a star.  When Christ and country come into 

conflict, country relies on violence to intimidate, to silence.  
Matthew’s story of the Magi and star lets us know God acts 

beyond our boundaries.  If we want to keep Christ in Christ-

mas, we must watch out for power’s overreach and keep an 

eye open for God in unexpected places and people. 
   Let’s not settle for “Merry Christmas” as the meaning of 

“Keep Christ in Christmas.”  It is so much more than this.  

It’s to live as the birth myths of Jesus expect.   
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DECEMBER EVENTS 

Mon. 1st  Online Bible study group will meet from 7 – 8:00pm. 

Tue. 2nd   Rev. Randy will attend the monthly meeting of the Association Committee on Ministry at 
5:45pm. 

Sat. 6th        Christmas Craft Fair 8:30 – 2:00. 

Mon. 15th  Online Bible study group will meet from 7 – 8:00pm. 

Tue. 9th  Rev. Randy will attend the Association clergy lunch at the Hadley Church. 

Wed. 10th  Monthly meeting of the Board of Trustees at 7:00pm. 

Sat. 20th    Luminarium Concert at 4:30pm; Luminarium gathering at Town Hall at 6:00pm. 

Sun. 21st  Christmas Fund Offering will be accepted. 

Wed. 24th  Christmas Eve Service at 7:30pm. 

Mon. 29th Monthly meeting of the Board of Deacons at 6:00pm. 
 

REGULAR GATHERINGS 

Sundays: Worship Service begins at 9:30am online and in person.  Sunday School begins after the children’s 

sermon during the worship Service.  
Tuesdays:  Yoga classes are offered every Tuesday in the church parlor at 5:30pm. 

Thursdays:  Bell Choir rehearses at 5:30pm, Chancel Choir rehearses at 7:00pm, except July and August. 

SEASON OF ADVENT 

   Advent’s four Sundays represent the putative 4,000 years creation awaited the coming of the Messiah.  Advent 

transitions from readings of End-time judgment not unlike to those at the end of the liturgical year, but then its 
focus turns from the Second Coming to Jesus’ first coming at Christmas.  Advent is a 

celebration of God’s wondrous surprise that while we expected power, God came in 

weakness, while we awaited judgment, God came in perfect love.  I hope you will journey 
with the church as we await the coming of the Child Saviour, as we take the time to appreciate 

this holy mystery rather than run headlong to Christmas like a bull in a China shop.  Then, Advent’s gift is Christ-

mas itself. 
ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS EVE BULLETINS 

   We have pre-printed, colour bulletin covers for the Advent Sundays and Christmas Eve.  If you would like to 

donate one of them, please speak to Amy Novak. 

CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR 

   The annual Christmas Craft Fair will take place on Saturday, December 6th from 8:30am – 2:00pm.  If you have 

a talent for any sort of craft, please find the time to create something to sell at this Fair.  If you are good in the 

kitchen, please cook or bake.  Homemade foods sell at these events.  If you can donate a gift card, the more we 
add onto the tree the more raffle tickets we sell.  If you can help set-up or take down, that help is much appreciated.  

Whatever you are able to do to help, Thank You. 

STUFF OUR STOCKINGS SOCK DRIVE 

   During December, the congregation collects new socks so that we can share them with the homeless shelter in 
Northampton in January.  We will have a peg board filled with Christmas stockings.  Please bring in your dona-

tions to “Stuff Our Stockings” with warm socks.  In the coldest month of the year, a pair of warm, dry, clean socks 

is a blessing if you live on the streets.  Let us do this for the ones who have nothing, and let us do it as part of our 
sense of Christian charity for “the least of these.” (Matthew 25:40)  Again, Thank You. 

LUMINARIUM CONCERT 

   Hatfield’s Luminarium is on Saturday, December 20th.  A concert will take place at the church beginning at 
4:30pm.  This is open to the whole town and it fills the sanctuary.  It is a beautiful part of Hatfield’s Christmas 

celebration.  It is perfect small-town New England Christmas.  Come and listen to the music, and even join in with 

some of the singing.   

   Following the concert, a short program will take place on the steps of Town Hall beginning at 6:00pm.  I have 
been asked, along with the priest from the Roman Catholic Church, to offer words of welcome and blessing.  Then 

Santa arrives by firetruck to conclude the night.  I hope you will be able to participate in this wonderful Christmas 

tradition. 
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CHRISTMAS FLOWER OFFERING 

   A traditional part of the Christmas celebration is the Christmas poinsettias. Their bright green and 

red colours are the basis of those being the Christmas colours. They brighten our church sanctuary 

and add more joy to our celebration. If you would like to have a poinsettia offered in memory or 

in honour of someone, please contact Marcia Sheehan at 413-247-9285 with your information, or 
do so at church. The offering per poinsettia is $8.00. If paying by check, please make payable to 

“Real Folks.”  The ordering deadline is December 7th. 

CHRISTMAS FUND OFFERING 

   “For over one hundred years, The Christmas Fund has provided 

direct financial assistance to the healers in all our lives: retired and 

active UCC ministers, church workers, and their families. You are 
part of the community of The Christmas Fund, whether you donate 

at Christmastime, benefit directly from our grant or leadership pro-

grams, or simply believe in our mission to help secure the financial 

foundation of those engaged in the life of the church.  
   Please consider donating today to ensure more healers receive 

the loving support of the church in their moment of deepest need. 

The Christmas Fund was here for them. Your gift is more than just 
a testament to your belief in the values of the United Church of 

Christ, it is a critical lifeline for those who depend on our grant 

programs for care and support. Thank you again for your generos-
ity.”  Offerings will be accepted on Sunday, December 21st. 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

   On one of the longest nights of the year, the church gathers to 

break the darkness with light and song.  We will gather at 7:30pm 
to wait with the Bethlehem shepherds for the angel’s announce-

ment that the Messiah has been born.  With music and candles, and each other’s company, we celebrate the awe 

and wonder that God enters the world as one of us for all of us.  I know Christmas Eve is a busy night with family 
and friends, but we gather because of the Christ Child.  Don’t leave Him out of the celebration.  Invite your friends 

and relatives to come with you to Jesus’ house to be a part of this most holy night’s celebration. 

ONLINE BIBLE STUDY GROUP  

   I know I extend an invitation month after month, but Bible study is important and it is not something we can 
cover in a 10-minute sermon.  It helps us engage with the inspired and still-speaking 

Word of God.  It keeps us informed so that others cannot foist upon us what they insist 

the Bible says.  Today so many people say so many strange things based supposedly on the 
Bible.  I invite you to come and read with us to protect against the Bible’s misuse.   

   No prior Bible knowledge is required, only an excitement about learning and 

appreciating the most influential book in the history of humanity.  Hopefully, whether an everyday Bible reader 
or one just  beginning,  our discussions will have something to offer.   

   If interested in joining our group, send an email to randyc1897@gmail.com for the Zoom login. 

NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE 

   The Annual Congregational Meeting will take place on January 18th.  Prior to the meeting, the Nominations 
Committee will be asking members to serve the church.  Congregational polity is enthusiastically democratic.  

The church in its entirety is in each congregation, and each congregation is the community of all its members.  

Each one of us has a holy responsibility and privilege to be church.  If asked to serve, please give it serious 
consideration. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

   Don’t forget to check in at our website and FaceBook page.  The links are directly below.  They are updated 
several times each week and often share information from the larger church that we may not know of otherwise.  

Please like our pages and posts and share them as you choose. 

GROCERY CARDS 

   Big Y grocery card sales are a continuing fundraiser of our congregation.  Please contact Linda M. if you would 

like to purchase any.  The church earns 5% on all sales.  Thank you. 

mailto:randyc1897@gmail.com
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CONTACT INFO: HATFIELD CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
Website: www.hatfieldchurch.org  Facebook:  www.facebook.com/First-Congregational-Church-of-Hatfield-UCC 

Pastor: Rev. Randy Calvo  413-824-1630  randyc1897@gmail.com 
Committee Chairpersons: 

Benevolence, Amy N.  Music Committee, Christina M. 

Christian Education, Anita W.  Real Folks Society, Amy N.  

Church Moderator, Jonathan B.     Treasurer, Mark G. 

Clerk, Carolyn F Trustees, Ed M.       

Deacons, Jeff F.       

 
 

SUGGESTION FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION: 
The Church Council is looking into offering a 

Community Food Pantry  
Non-perishable food donations would 
be accepted from church and 
community. We would work under the 
premise of donate as you are able, and 
please take as you need.  WHAT DO YOU 
THINK ABOUT THIS SUGGESTION?  
AND WOULD YOU BE INTERESTED IN HELPING? 
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