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November Holidays

During November, the nation celebrates both Veterans
Day and Thanksgiving Day. It is inappropriate to link cel-
ebrate with Memorial Day or to say, “Happy Memorial
Day.” Memorial Day is the solemn remembrance of the
men and women who died while serving in the Armed
Forces of the United States. Veterans Day is different. It
honours all those who have served in the Armed Forces. It
is a citizen’s opportunity to say “Thank You” to the ones
who have served, who may even have been in harm’s way,
who may have been injured, who may have come close to
death. It is their willingness to sacrifice that protects the
rest of us, that allows us to enjoy the liberties of American
democracy. I remember always being impressed by the slo-
gan: “I disapprove of what you say, but [ will defend to the
death your right to say it.” This is what jumps to the front
of my thoughts on Veterans Day while in a free country.

It is honourable to have served or to serve in the US mil-
itary because the military has not been repressive. In many
countries, the military is feared by its own citizens. The
military in many nations is used just as forcefully against
its own people as it is against the nation’s foreign enemies.
In many lands, the military is lawless. It does as it pleases.
It places itself above the law. If the military dislikes what
the government is doing or not doing, it may rise-up and
overthrow the government and establish itself as a military
dictatorship. In many places, might makes right, and God
forbid you fall into the military’s crosshairs; God forbid
you are thrown into a military prison. In such nations, it is
not honourable to serve in the military. The military in such
cases is an embarrassment. The military dishonours its
country, its people, itself. In such places, the military
serves itself and often corruptly, inefficiently and sadisti-
cally, and everyone knows it. On Veterans Day in the
United States, I am proud to say “Thank you” while these
other examples hopefully always remain foreign.

This contrast is one of the reasons why we should inten-
tionally offer thanks to God on Thanksgiving Day for the
myriad blessing in our lives in this country. One of which
is the blessing that our military personnel swear an oath to
the Constitution, which means that the military swears alle-
giance to the laws and the people of this land.

It is a blessing to know that the military tradition in our
country is that the military will not be deployed against its
own citizens. To put on the uniform is not an excuse to
abuse or intimidate the defenseless. The US military is
non-partisan so that all Americans can trust it. It is their
honour to defend everything that the Constitution stands for

and the people it represents. The US military understands
the difference between strength and brutality. And for all
these things I give thanks, and for all these things I respect
Veterans Day and the veterans that this day honours be-
cause of their honourable service.

After the Revolutionary War’s first battle at Lexington
and Concord, the citizen soldiers returned to their homes.
The local Congregational Minister back in 1775 addressed
those men saying, “The lust of domination appears no
longer in disguise ... tyranny will not be tolerated.” Ever
since, the military has defended us from kings and tyranny
in any of its forms. And God forbid that our military ever
become a tool of a tyrant. This would be a denial of our
very birthright, and it “will not be tolerated.”

When we gather at tables on Thanksgiving Day, let us be
grateful for individual blessings bestowed by God, but let
us not forget to offer thanks for shared blessings. We have
been blessed with a nation of rich natural resources, and
also of richer cultural ones.

The Revolution threw off tyranny, but it may have been
harder to construct a working democracy to take its place.
The US Constitution is the longest-lived written govern-
ment contract in world history. Its system of checks and
balances, when it works as it should, protects both legiti-
mate authority and freedom. To make sure that we would
not return to tyranny in any of its forms or disguises, the
Founders added onto the Constitution the Bill of Rights.
The First Amendment promulgates: “Congress shall make
no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibit-
ing the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress
of grievances.”

The Founders knew from firsthand experience that reli-
gion could separate people by favouring the like-minded
and discriminating against the other. They knew that free-
dom demanded the right to speak freely because if people
were not encouraged to speak against perceived injustice
they would act against them and violence would ensue.
Opinions needed to be shared without censorship and gov-
ernment needed to face the questions and challenges of a
free press, disrespectful as their inquiries may seem. And
in the United States people could assemble and demand
change in their government. For such things may we offer
thanks on Thanksgiving Day. We have been blessed as a
nation. Let us both cherish and protect all these rights and
institutions that should make us proud.



NOVEMBER EVENTS

Sat. 1 Roast Pork Supper from 4:30 — 6:30pm.

Tue. 4" Rev. Randy will attend the monthly meeting of the Association Committee on Ministry at
5:45pm.

Mon. 10™ Online Bible study group will meet from 7 — 8:00pm.

Tue. 110 Veterans Day.
Rev. Randy will attend the Association Clergy Lunch at the Hadley Church.

Wed. 12" Monthly meeting of the Board of Trustees at 7:00pm.

Sun. 23" Rev. Randy will be away on vacation. A Deacons-led Service will be held at 9:30am.

Mon. 24" Online Bible study group will meet from 7 — 8:00pm.

Tue. 25" Monthly meeting of the Board of Deacons at 6:00pm.

Thur. 27" Thanksgiving Day

Sun. 30" First Sunday of Advent. Lighting first candle of the Advent Wreath.

REGULAR GATHERINGS

Sundays: Worship Service begins at 9:30am online and in person. Sunday School begins after the children’s
sermon during the worship Service.

Tuesdays: Yoga classes are offered every Tuesday in the church parlor at 5:30pm.

Thursdays: Bell Choir rehearses at 5:30pm, Chancel Choir rehearses at 7:00pm, except July and August.

ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP DRIVE

The annual Stewardship Drive ends formally on Sunday, November 2™, but
pledges will be accepted after this date if necessary. During our Stewardship Drive
we turn to our members and friends and ask for their commitment of financial
support for the upcoming year of 2026. The congregation-approved budget is the
basis of our financial request. It outlines the financial support we need for our
church to be the church for us and others in the upcoming year. Your generosity
is appreciated and also very much needed. The theme of this year’s Stewardship

e Drive is Dreaming God’s Dream. Your pledges and contributions help us to
Dream God’s Dream. Please keep this in mind as you consider pledging your financial support to our church.
HORN OF PLENTY FOOD DRIVE

During the month of November, our congregation conducts an annual food drive. We accept your donations of
non-perishable food items and monetary contributions. If offering by check, please make it out =
to the church with “food drive” written on the memo line. We then share what we have col- s
lected with the Survival Center so that they may help families in need celebrate Thanksgiving. &= %
This year the need is exasperated by the continuing government shut-down. Thank you for thinking of others at
this special time of the year. This is one way in which we can give thanks for all the blessings we receive.
ONLINE BIBLE STUDY GROUP

I know I extend an invitation month after month, but Bible study is important. It helps us engage with the
inspired and still-speaking Word of God. It keeps us informed so that others cannot foist upon us what they insist
the Bible says. We read it for ourselves, we discuss it among ourselves, and we determine what the Bible means
for each of us. Today so many people say so many strange things based supposedly on the Bible. I invite you to
come and read with us to protect against the Bible’s misuse.

Our online Bible study group is open to anyone with a desire to become more acquainted with the sacred writings
of our faith tradition. No prior Bible knowledge is required, only an excitement
about learning and appreciating the most influential book in the history of humanity.
Hopefully, whether an everyday Bible reader or one just beginning, our discussions will
have something to offer.

We are currently reading from the stories of Israel’s and Judah’s defeat, and then the
reemergence of a Jewish presence in Jerusalem, including the rebuilding of the Temple. Then we engage with
something completely different, the poetry of the Old Testament. If interested in joining our group, send an email
to randyc1897@gmail.com for the Zoom login.
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THANKSGIVING DAY

The Pilgrims arrived on these shores in 1620 and almost perished that same winter. With the help of the Native

Americans who had been here for thousands
have a more successful harvest in 1621. They
blessings of food and life. Approximately 90
for the event, which lasted three days. This
giving became the foundation of the national
to pause and consider all the ways in which we
time to offer thanks for them. However we

of years already, the Pilgrims were able to
turned to God in thanksgiving for the
Wampanoag people joined 52 English settlers
isolated, historical event of shared thanks-
holiday of Thanksgiving. The nation is asked
have been blessed by God, and to take the
will observe Thanksgiving Day, I hope we can

all find the time to reflect on our lives and say “Thank You” to God.
THE END AND BEGINNING OF THE LITURGICAL YEAR

The church’s liturgical calendar follows the life of Jesus. For most of November, we celebrate the last Sundays
of the Pentecost Season, which are also the last Sundays of the church year. The themes reflect this by turning
toward judgment and the end-time. Then, on November 30™, the cycle begins once again. We celebrate the First
Sunday of Advent, the season of preparation for the coming of the Christ Child on Christmas.

More about Advent will be shared in December’s newsletter, but the liturgical cycle is one way in which we
incorporate the life of Jesus into our worship. And the cycle is not
supposed to bring us back to where we started. The cycle is like a
bike’s wheel, as it cycles it propels the rider forward. Each cycle
of the wheel advances the rider. fl% When we worship consistently, our
spiritual lives enjoy a forward motion. Something we experience in
this year’s transition from end-time to beginning we may not have recognized last year, and the cycle forward
continues.

In this month when one liturgical year ends and another begins, I invite you to try and make church a consistent
part of your spiritual lives. If you cannot make it in person on any given Sunday, please join us via Zoom, and if
you can’t make Sunday mornings at all, please join us through the recordings we post every Sunday at
https://www.hatfieldchurch.org/pews-news/category/sunday-service .

SOCIAL MEDIA

Don’t forget to check in at our website and FaceBook page. The links are directly below. They are updated
several times each week and often share information from the larger church that we may not know of otherwise.
Please like our pages and posts and share them as you choose.

GROCERY CARDS

Big Y grocery card sales are a continuing fundraiser of our congregation. Please contact Linda M. if you would

like to purchase any. The church earns 5% on all sales. Thank you.

CONTACT INFO: HATFIELD CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
Website: www.hatfieldchurch.org Facebook: www.facebook.com/First-Congregational-Church-of-Hatfield-UCC
Pastor: Rev. Randy Calvo 413-824-1630 randyc1897 @gmail.com

Committee Chairpersons:

Benevolence, Amy N. Music Committee, Christina M.

Christian Education, Anita W. Real Folks Society, Amy N.

Church Moderator, Jonathan B. Treasurer, Mark G.

Clerk, Carolyn F Trustees, Ed M.

Deacons, Jeff F.

* ¥ %
% -

THANKYOU
VETERANS

=

)



https://www.hatfieldchurch.org/pews-news/category/sunday-service
http://www.hatfieldchurch.org/
http://www.facebook.com/First-Congregational-Church-of-Hatfield-UCC
mailto:randyc1897@gmail.com

Roast Pork Supper

First Congregational Church of Hatfield,
United Church of Christ
41 Main Street, Hatfield, MA

Saturday, November 1, 2025

TAKE OUT ONLY
From 4:30 - 6:30pm

Menu:
Roast pork, gravy, mashed potatoes, green
beans, apple sauce, roll with butter, and
dessert.

$18/ticket

Tickets at the door if available

or in advance by calling Bill at
413-247-5905 or Linda at 413-247-5604
Thank you for your continuing support.

SUGGESTION FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION:
The Church Council is looking into offering

Community Food Pantry
@8 food donations would
church and
5 B would work under the
=8 ds you are able, and
please take as you B need. WHAT DO YOU
THINK ABOUT THIS SUGGESTION?
AND WOULD YOU BE INTERESTED IN HELPING?

Non-perishable
be accepted from g

communi’cj. We




